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A Fon, ſear thouthe. Lord: andthe 
\ King: and meddte not with them 
that are given to change, | 


Ho' Sklananyral bicaGlf A; /Sqve- 
reign Prince, whole Honourand 
ſatety, conliſted as, much inthe 
Loyalcy, and: Faithfulneſs of his 

.. Siibjets and Beople,/as ever any! 
Gon did; yet theſe wordsare not (poken by him 
tolerve a Tarn,and to ſupportor enlarge his own- 
particular Power and Greatneſs, butasa neceſlary 
Means;and :Bule-ro eſtabliſh, char Peace ® and, 
Franquillity, in which the Happinels-and Wel- 
fare gt-any Nation or Kingdom doth conſiſt, 


Had vc andeed.none, but {Kangg.and: Rulers! tor , 


recommend this;Pury torws,! We might-pdſhibly: 
ſuſpect i ts guilty; of $00 affich Patrialicy Kr De-- 


ſign-z. but we figd 1 rquite otherwiſe, for the pra; 
tice of it hath been in all Ages ſtill urged ppan 
us, wich as much Acal and: FaichfulneG; evenby. 
thoſe-whojhave-been:the molt opprels'd by it, as 


| eyeriit, was by -thoſe who, haye: had the largeſt 


{hare 


a, 


Acts 24. 


(6) 
ſhare or Intereſt in ir. The greateſt Princes 
and Monarchs upon Earth cannot well deſire a 
larger Power and Dominion than what the 
Scriptures give them, and all good Men own 
and acknowledg to belong to them ; nor can the 
wiſeſt Politicians and Statelmen in the World, 
either invent or deſire more firm and ſolid, more 
ſtrong and certain, more cogent and convincing 
Arguments to Loyalty and Subje&tion,than whac 
are given us by St. Peter and St. Paul. And it's 
very well known how much their Actions were 
agreeable to. their DoCtrines, ſince all thoſe 
Hard(hips and Preſlures which they laboured 
under, could never provoke them to make any 
Attempts whatloever againſt che Government 
they were either born or liv'd under. It's true, 
there was a general Clamour rais'd againſt them, 


and the reſt of. the Apoſtles, as Men of dange-/ 
rous Spirits and Principles; Enemies to all thei 


Civil Governments in the World, and therefore 
not to be endured amongſt Men ; but we never 


find any ſuch-thing-prov'd upon them bring: 


them biirto:the Tett,-and the quite contrary ap-" 
pears ; as it did by'St. Paul, when' ſo ſolemnly: 


arraign'd for ſuch any before Felix the Gover- 
nor, -and ſo fiercely tharg'd with them-by Ter- 


tullus-a flattering Orator' of: thofe Times. And- 
this 'was the conftant Deqtrine and Praftice:of ' 


the Primitive Chriſtians for above three hundred 
Years 


| 


fs OT. 


Years together, making-no manner of refiſtarice 


againſt cheir ;Tyrannical Perſecutors, tho' they 
wanted neither for Strength nor Numbers ; as 
Tertullian, wholiv'd a little before that Time, in 
his excellent and learned Apology for the Chri- 
ſtians,makes it plainly appear ; till the Biſhops of 
Rome began to inſult over their Fellow Riſhops, 
andto a Tyrannical Supremacy in them- 
ſelves over the whole Chriftian' World; before 
which, tho' there might be ſome fierce Bicke- 
rings amongſt Chriſtians, yer no ſuch open and 
rebellious Practices againk the Civil Government 
were ever allow'd of, -as were afterwards too too 
commonly ſeen amongſt them : And if any ſuch 
things have been ever at any time acted fince, un- 
der Ne pecious prerences of Conſcience and Re- 
ligion, we know to'whont weare beholden for 
the firſt Contrivance;. and how far the Hand of 
Foab is in them ftill, And indeed, what could: 
be otherwiſe expected from. fuch beginnings, 
when Chriſtianity was turned imto'a ſecalar'De- 
fign, and made to-promote a Temporal Grear- 
neſs, and that but baſely gotten roo; for che- 
firſt that ever eſtabliſhed that Dodtrine, was.an 
Adulterous  Aﬀaſſine and Bloody Rebel, that 
murder'd his Maſter ; and the firſt that made his 
Markets of it, wanted neither for Pride nor Co- 
vetouſneſs to make themoſt of it;'\, And from 
hence it. is that we may date thofe"Bbtd and 
+1, 2 ns RS daring: 
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ths may Powers by Excommmunicatic 08-4 
Cenlures, 2 Jt thi never grew Oren rat mp. | 
outragious as afterwards, when Pride: 

ak <6 alway,amongft choſe Ec wY 
Ulurpets.And no wonderit —_ whohad vl 
begun to caſt offall Religion,& given t pi nle 
upto Villany and Luft;ſoon learn' 'd to; Ia 
Allegiance too.: He that can,proye fal $5 
ven, and rebel daily againſt his God,.can: aokes . 
be truly -loyal to his. Prince, nor a Cordial Friggd 


ro any Government :; and therefgre ie (hall als 

ys find the belt Aa ke he ba Bale, 
none. doing more reat Honour. and -Servyice-to 
the King, t than they who truly love ,and fear.) God; 
and therefare, t Ton one is ſhillmade the HOON 
enforce and.encourage he othes.;., Hy Sony {our 
thoy the Lord, and the Ang ; and medile not wig 
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(10) 
forget," 'and., ſo never Require it. For no ratio- 
nal Man can'commit 'a deliberate Attof Sin, 
that is fully perſuaded and convinced that God 
(eeth. andiknoweth what he: doth;- and will cer- 
cainlyscallihing to:arraccount for 1it ;7 ant} there; 
fore/he: firſt»ahing chac wicked:Men do, is to 
baniſh this Principle ———— for as 
long. as theie- arecany'| inapretions. of !it there 
hb Pim rk war grorgr yarn . | 
heedsrbe very: unealy':to them! afd: therefbre 
hened tis, that the Scriptures,' both of the Old 
and;New:Teſtament,.clay. every where lo much 
Rtxolaupon &yihod herdnlymiaknic! the Motive 
tog} bad :thid Sumadiad Stibftance Mfo of all true 
Religion»y:and:this-ic; doth not! only in-general |, 
Terms]; whem iti:{peaks of» God's' immediace 
ſhiprand Seivicer but! when! io deſcends to: 
- - Tthe-iparticular, Dlties which we owe unto: our 
Neighbour.al{o,:theyare often expreſſed bythe 
ſame :Pliraſe. FE hus,. for:the Duty of Magi-- 
ſtratehand great Men) Sailt David in his Iyitle 
2 Sam.23.3- words,.: He - that rwleth over Men, + muſt be juſt; 
ruling-in the-Fear of God; *thatis, as becomes one 
whoiis not only.in the preſence,. butin the place? 
2 Chron. 19. of 'God-y with whom there iis 1o-Iniquity, nor -ve=\ 
7 fpeft of: Perſons, nor taking of Bribes, And'ſo | 
for.any. others that are in any.other inferiour /de- 
Levit, 25. gree:of : Power ;«1e- ſhall wot. oppreſs tone. anocher.y' 
274243 Jaith Moſes, but thou\ ſhalt fear thy God: Nj f a 
oa ne g rother 
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Brother be , fold unto thee. for 4 Bbndman; "thou fale 
not-rule over him'- with "Rigour; ''but ſhalt fear” "thy 
God; i. e. ſhalt uſe him with that merciful: re- 
gard which God requires, and is_well-pleaſed 
with. And thus the Duty of Subjects- rowards 
their Magiſtrates is expreſled in words to the 
ſame effe&, when we are required nor only to 
be fubjett for Wrath,but alſo for (onſcience-ſake ; and 
what is that, but inthe *Fear 'of God; and 
therefore whoever reſiſts the Power, reſiſts the Ordi- 
nance of God ; and what is that, bur to caſt off 


. the Fear of God! And thus allo our Duty 


rewards one another, iri all Afﬀairs and Bu- 


Rom.13.5, 


Verlſ, 2. 


fineſſes whatſoever is expreſled ; (ome ye Chil- Pl. 34. 11, 


dren (ſaith David ) hearken unto me, and I will 
teach you the Fear of the Lord: and what is 
that ? keep thy Foot from Evil, and thy Lips from 
ſpeaking Guile. Depart from Evil, - and 'do good ; 
ſeek Peace and purſue it. Thus laith the wiſe Man, 


L3, 14+ 


The Fear of the Lord s to bate Evil. So that by Prov.8.13. 


the Fear of the Lord, we are here to underſtand 
the ſincere and hearty Profeſſion and Practice of 
True Religion ; the doing the Duties of our 
particular Places, with an honeſt Mind, and as 
we will anſwer it to God. And this | have been 
the longer upon, becauſe it helps us bothito un- 
derſtand and practiſe the following Daty of 
Fearing the King ; which comes now to be exa- 
amined and explained. 


B 2 2. What 


Ads 5.29. 


'Cxv) 
.. 3+ Whaz.is\ meant by, fearing the King, ' And 
here we may ceblypadbriand the meaning. of 
this: Duty,.. by comparing /it with the former 
for according, to. the particular Nature and Ex- 
rent of it, it hah the- ſame” ſignification with 
that; for asthe one teacheth-us what is True Re- 
ligion, {o the other teacheth us what is True 
Loyalty ; for as the one conlilts in a rational 
fincere and dutiful Aﬀe&ion and Zeal for God 
and his Intereſt, ſo doth che other- for the King 
and his : they only differ in, Degree, - as the one 
is ſubordinate and malt give place uato the other, 
tho' to none beſides: for as we are to be obedi- 
ent for Conſcience-lake, in-the Fear of God, ſo 
weareto be {o according to the Will of God 
for if any thing is required that is contrary there- 
unto, we all know that God is to be obeyed rather 
than Man, Nor doth this at all derogate from the 
Duty of the Text, but rather confirm and main- 
tainit; for if Kings are to be feared and ho- 
noured, as they are God's Vicegerents, then 
whatever doth diſhonour God, reflects alfo upon 
them: ; and therefore thoſe that are truly zealous. 
to prelerve the one, do beſt ſecure and uphold. 
the other ; nor doth this in the leaſt ecliple their- 
Power and Dominion, but leaves them-to the: 
full exerciſe of it, finceit never alloweth us to 
rebel-againſt ir, but rather to yield coit, and to 
ſuffer by ic ; which when we chearfully and wil- 


lingly 


LO 
” 
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(33) 

lingly do, we ſhew we are moretender of the 
King's Honour and Satety, than we are of our 
own ; which is certainly the crueft Principle of 
Loyalty, and the beſt demonſtration of the ho- 
neſty of our Intentions in the praRice of this 
Duty: for tho' the Government may by this 
means be lomerimes croſſed of ics Will, yer it's 
never jn danger as to its lafety. 

3. What 1s meant by being given to. change ? 
The word in the Original, is 27, and ſignifies 
Changers, and (o it's rendred in the Margent ; and 
it is lometimes taken in a good lence, and lome- 
times in a bad. 


v. It is {ſometimes taken in a good ſenſe, for 


thoſe neceſſary Changes and Alterations that are 
made in things that are amiſs, which it is every 
Man's Duty, in the place wherein he is ſer, by 
all honeſt and juſt Ways and Means to endea- 
your ; but this cannot be Solomon's meaning; here. 
Therefore, 

2. Itis taken ſometimes, and here more eſpe: 
cially, in a bad lence, for thole that rather endea- 
your to diſturb thole things that are well ; and 
therefore it is properly tranſlated, by being given 
to change; that is, Perſons of unletled. Minds, 
povern'd by no-Principles, either of Religion or 
Honeſty ; whoſe Profit or Luſt is the only ching 
they are guided by, and which no Governmenc 
can have any certain fecuricy: again!t ;. fickle 

and. 


(14) 
and unconſtant Men, that always turn with the 
Times ; meer Weathercocks both in Religion 
and Government, and therefore true neither to 
God nor the King; whole Religion is only Rea- 
{on of State, and whole Loyalty is either Inte- 
reſt or Humour, and ( to ſpeak according to the 
preſent Diſtemper of our Times ) Proteſtants 
tro day, Papilts tro morrow, any thing the next, 
and yetall this while nothing ar all. And there- 
fore well doth the wile Man caution us againſt 
ſuch as theſe, as the moſt dangerous Company 
we can keep ; for they that have no honeſt re- 
gard tothe Intereſt of True Religion, can have 
noneto their King and Country ; he that every 
day makes bold with Almighty God, and ſets 
him at defiance in the manifeſt breach of his 
Laws, for the ſake of his Pleaſure, or of his 
Profit, can never give his Prince any tolera- 
ble ſecurity, that he will not ſerve him fo 
upon the like occaſion: and this is the reaſon 
why Princes are many times lo unfortunate in 
the choice of their Miniſters, becaule it is an hard 
matter to find a great Politician to be as good a 
Man, one who always makes the Laws of God 
and his Country the conſtant meaſure of his 
ARions, let what will happen to him; which if 
they did but truly fear God, they would certainly 
be and do. - And this leads me to the {econd 
thing propounded, which is, to conſider, | 


IL. The 
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(15) | 
II, The Nature of this Duty : The meaning 
of which is, 1 ſuppoſe by this time, prerty well 
underſtood ; and therefore that which I ſhall en- 
deavour next, {hall be to thow, 

. Thar Frue Religion, called here the Fear of 
God, is the beſt ſecurity of true Loyalty ; and 
that thoſe Perſons who tear God moſt, will ſerve 
the King beſt : And this I ſhall do in three ſeve- 
ral Particulars. - | 

1. True Religion fixeth Men to certain Prin- 
ciples, which any Government may fafely rely 
vpon. . | 
2. It cuts off all: occaſions of Rebellion and 
Diſloyalty. 

3. It urgeth ſtronger Motives, and layeth 
greater Obligations upon us to be truly Loyal, 
than any thing in the World can beſides. 

1. True Religion fixeth'Men to certain Prin- 
ciples, which any Government may ſafely rely 
upon. The Actions of Men either are or ſhould 
be ſtill governed by ſome Principle'or other, ac- 
cording to the Truth or Falſhood of which the 
are always either good or bad. Now for the 
Perſons that have no Principles at all, it's only 
by chance if ever they are good, and therefore 
no Government can ſafely confide in them. Now 
True Religion layeth down ſuch Principles as 
areto be truſted, ſuch as ſecure and maintain the 
Civil Rights of all Men; and take care, nor 
— Sx Scent BY ds 
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only that God, but that (eſar alſo may have his 


utmoſt Due ; which are luch as theſe. (1.) That 
we muſt by no means do wrong, tho' we have 
Power enough, and can do it without Danger 
or Diſcovery ; nay, we mult rather take Wrong 
than do it. (2.) That we mult not revenge our 
ſelves when it is done unto us. (3.) That we 
muſt always {peak and act according to the Evi- 
dence and Verdi& of Truth. (4.) That Sove- 
reign Princes are not to be reſiſted by force of 
Arms, much leſs to be Depos'd and Murder'd. 
Nay, (5.) That True Religion itſelf is not to 
be propagated or eſtabliſh'd by Violence and 
Blood. 

(1.) True Religion teacheth us, That we muſt 
by no means do Wrong, tho' we have Power e- 
nough, and can doit without Danger or Diſco- 
very, nay, we mult rather take Wrong than do 
it ; True Religion is very tender of the Rights 
of all Men, and.tho' it lays none nnder the ne- 
ceſity of being wrong'd, yer it reſtrains all 
from rhe doing of it, in any kind whatſoever : 
ic makes an Hedg about every Man's Liberty and 
Property ; fenceth and encloſeth him in from 
Violence and Rapine ; ſecures him againſt open 
Force and lecret Fraud, that he ſhall neither be 
&gverpowred by the one, nor undermined by the 
other,but continue late under its Protection, from 
all che mercileſs Atterapts of the Sons of Violence, 
_ and 
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(17) 

and from all the treacherous and falſe Accuſations 
of the Sons of Belial; it never makes the faireſt 
Opportunity a ſufficient Warrant to the doing of 
Milchief, nor the cloſeſt Privacy an encouragement 
thereto ; but by ſhewing us he All-ſeeing Eye of 
God, and the certainty of his Vengeance, makes e- 
very Man to become his Brother's Keeper ; and 
therefore whoever offers injuriouſly to invade us in 
any kind, tho' under never {uch {pecious Pretences, 
and guarded by never ſo great a Power, is a pub- 
lick Enemy, and a notorious diſturber of the com- 
mon Peace of Mankind, and hazards the Peace and 
Tranquility of any Government whatſoever. 

(2.) True Religion allows us not to revenge our 
ſelves when we are wrong'd. Had it made no Pro- 
vilion for our Reparation and Satisfaction in ſuch 
Caſes, we might poſhbly chink hardly of ir ; bur 
ſince it hath made better than any we can think of 
beſides, we can never certainly do better, than to 
bave recourle thereunto upon all ſuch occaſions;and 
as long as we do ſo, the Honour and Safety of the 
Government is as well provided for as our own,and 
both of them better than any other way : It is an 
unreaſonable and a dangerous thing, for any Man 
to be his own Carver in ſuch Matters; for if a 
Man'is not to be a Judg in his own Cale, he is not 
certainly to be the Executioner of his own Wrath : 
and, blefled be God, there is noneed of either, for 
God hath provided {nch Ways as are fitter tor both , 
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12, 


(18) 


he hath conſider'd us as we are Men united into © 


Society, and therefore neceſlarily under Govern- 
ment; and hath therefore placed the Power of 
avenging us, in ſuch hands as are belt able and fit- 
reltrodoit; and to them we not only lawfully 
may, but we muſt too always relort for it : there- 
tore the Apoltle calls Magi!trates, the Almiſtirs of 
God ; Revenzers to execute Wrath upon all that do evil : 
and, as if this were the chief thing, he tells us, 
that otherwile they do but bear the Sword in vain, 
Nay, lo careful is True Religion to give all poſſible 
ſecurity to the Civil Government, againſt this dan- 
gerous Evil, that it forbids us all private Revenge, 
tho' the Magiſtrate himlelf either neglect or refule 
to right us; Dearly Beloved, avenge not your ſelves, 
but rather give place unto Wrath : Submit with pati- 
ence & chearfulnels to the preſent neceſſity of your 
Condition, for you are not left deſticute of Help 
and Relict ; the Great God will take your Cauſe in- 
to his own Hand, and will do you right ; Venge- 
ance is mine, ſaith the Lord, I will repay: And he that 
can thus ſtop his own Mouth,tie up his own Hands, 
and peaceably wait God's Leilure, tho' it be till 
the Day of Judgment before he be righted, can 
never be a bad Subject. 

(3.) True Religion teacherh us always to ſpeak 
and a&, according to the Evidence and Verdict of 
Truth. As Peace is the great Blefling of Society, 
lo Truth is the great four capt of it; take away 

that, 
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(19) 
that, and we are ſtrip'd naked of our beſt Defence, 
either againſt the Malice and Violence of Men, or 
the Wrath and Juſtice of God : And therefore this 
hath be always required, as one of the Fundamen- 
tals, both of Religion and Government, That we 
ſhould, every Man, ſpeak the Truth unto his Neighbour, 
as the Prophet Zechariah exprefleth ir, Chap. 8, 16, 
17. Speak ye every Man the Truth to his Neighbour ; 
execute the Judgment of Truth and Peace in your G ates, 
and let none of you imagine Evil in your heart againſt 
his Neighbour,and love no falſe Oath. For when once 
ix comes to this,that we cannot believe and truſt one 
another, how can we tell how to dilcern between 
right and wrong and know either who or wha: is 
good or bad? And therefore the want of this, was 
that which the Prophets, all as it were, with one 
conſent, complain of ; not only as a very ill thing 
in it (elf,bur as the certain Forerunner of approach- 
ing Ruin : for beſides the Juſtice of God, which 
it provokes more than any thing elle, it is in it ſelf 
a Scourge anda Plague, which no Remedy can be 
provided againſt , it's like that fretting Leproſy 
under the Law, which nothing but the pulling 
down of the Houle could cure, it's the bane of all 
Society, a dangerous Civil War, even inthe mid(t 
of Peace, lince it lets every Man's Hand againſt his 
Fellow, and yer no Enemy appears. Now True Re- 
ligion provides a Remedy againit this, by prelent- 
ing the God of Truth unto us, as more concern'd 


_ for 
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(20) 
for it, than for any thing elſe, becauſe he himſelf 
is always made a Party to it : for every Lye we 
rell, is a bold and impudent denial of his Being, 
whole very Eflence is Truth; and every falle Oath 
we take, is to 'vouch his Authority againſt the 
plainelt Declarations of his Nature and Will, 
and therefore it is berter for us to ceale to be Men, 
than to ceale co be true, for no Government can 
need our Ferlons ſo much as our Truth and Ho- 
nelty. 

( 4.) True Religion teacheth us, that Sovereign 
Princes are not to be reſilted by force of Arms, 
much leſs tro be Depos'd and Murder'd ; you ſee 
how carctul it is to ſecure the Perſons and Rights of 
private Men, that none may be wrong'd and injur'd 
in either ; andif fo,much more doth it take care of 
the Prerogatives of Princes. And there's nothing 
more plain and evident than this, even from the 
Do&rine and Practice of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, and of all good Men in all Ages, afhxing a 
Sacrednels to their Perſons, equal to the Greatneſs 
of their Power : What can be more plain and full, 
than the Apoſtle's excellent Diſcoark: co this pur- 
pole, Rom. 13. and his charge to Titus to preach 
the ſame Doctrine afterwards ? Tit. 3. 1. fo faris 
True Religion from giving the leaſt countenance to 
Dilobedience and Rebellion. And thatthis proceeds 
not from weaknels and want of Power, is evident 
enough ; for our Saviour had a greater Power at 


bis, 
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his command, than'a} the Powers of 'the Earth'; 
and the lame might have been as eaſily communi- 
cated to his Church, had-it been any ways eflen- 
tial toir, Nor did there, eyen_atthat time; ; want 
ctther for Opportunity or Provocationts relilt;had 
it been at all conliltenc with ic ; forthe Magiſtrates 
that were then, were as barbaroull]y tyrannical and 
cruel as ever were; nay, they had fulurp'd. their 
Power bur a little betore, and were-then fo odious, 
by the ſavage exercile of it, that there was indeed 
a very fair Opportunity offered thereby to ſhake off 
that heavy Yoke ; for the Romans were weary of, 
and groan'd under the Oppreſhons of their inhu- 
mane and bloody Emperors: and the Jews were 
always forward enough to ſhake off a Forreign Ju- 
rildiction ; and there wanted not a conſtderable 
Party, even amonglt the Chriſtians, ro run up 
Criſtian Liberty to a very great and formidable 
height ; and yet, even then, the Apoltles, all with 
one conlent, preach'd Obedience and Subjection to 
the Civil Powers, as being an Ordinance of God ; 
upon which {core Religion it ſelf obligeth themro- 
have always a very great veneration for it. Nay, 

( 5.) True Religion teacheth, that even its own 
Intereſt is not to be propagated and eſtabliſhed by 
Violence and BlooJ. There is nothing certainly 
dearer to good Men than their Conſciences, and 
there's nothing that they deſire more than the free 
Exerciſe and Enjoyment of them; and therefore 


there 
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there is nothing ſo apt to provokethem, as reſtraints 
therein, becaule nothing comes {o near to them : 
the Arguments are at FA ſight fo plauſible and 
Fair, the Cale ic ſelf fo honett and good, and the 
Succeſs (o inviting, that it requires a more than or- 
dinary reſolution of Mind to forbear from Refi- 
ſtance ; and certainly nothing but the Power of that 
Religion it lelf, which is lo dear to them, can do 
it : and therefore to prevent luch things, ic preſents 
it ſelf rothemas a mild and good-natur'd Thing, 
whole greateſt Force lies in its Sweetnels, whole 
Arms are Convincing Realon, and Almighty 
Truth ; and therefore the Weapons of whoſe Warfare 
are not (arnal, but ſuitable to the Enemies ic fights 
with, which are Spiricual : lc wages no War againſt 
Men's Perſons, but againlt cheir Luſts ; captivates 
their Minds, and not their Bodies ; beats down onl 
their towring Imaginations,and not their other Caſtles 
and Forts: And of whartule now are Swords and 
Guns for {uch Service ? What do they {1gnify to the- 
Reaſon of Men's Minds ? They may be ftrong, 
but they are very ablurd Arguments to ratioaal 
Creatures ; they may compel co a complyance, but 
they'| never prevail co a Conviction ; tor no Man 
can judg of any thing in the World, otherwiſe 
than his Reaſon and Underſtanding dire&s him. A 
Man may ſpeak and act contrary to his Judgment, 
(as God knows too too many of us do) but he 
can never think otherwiſe it he would _— lo 
aln ; 
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fain. A Man that ſees the Sunſhine at Noon-Day, 
may ſay, it is Midnight, and grope abour- as if ir 
were {o, but it's impoſlible for him to think fo. A 
Papiſtmay ſay, That the Bread in the Lord's Sup- 
per is tranlubltantiated and made real Fleſh ; bur 
whilſt he ſees, and feels, and taſts all the Qualiries 
and Propertics of Bread ; it's as impoflible for him 
to think ic ſo, as it is for his Prielt tro makeitlo; 
and therefore he hath need of a very luſty Faith in- 
deed to make it out. A Man may will and deſire 
a thing thar's contrary to his Reaſon, but he can- 
not change his Opinion about the nature of ir, ill 
his Reaſon and Judgment are fully ſatished in it. 
Beſides, True Religion preſents it ſelf to our Af- 
teftions as an amiable and lovely Thing, that de- 
ſigns our real Good and Welfare : ' now that which 
raileth Wars and Commotions in the World, is 
both rightful and deſtructive, and' begers Hatred 
and Deteſtation. How can we believe that Man 
deſires God's Glory, and our Good, that with an 
implacable Fury and Malice, ( which is the true 
Image of the Devil) 15- {till doing us all the mi(- 
chiet he can ? Fire and Faggor, Blood and Slaugh- 
ter, are ſtrange ways of making Love by, and 
wholly unknown to Chriſtianity, till the Romiſh 
Incendiaries firſt invented them. The Primitive 
Chriſtians knew not the way of firing Men's 
Houles to root out their Hereſies, of plundring 
their Goods to convince -therr Conſciences, of 

tor - 
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| tormenting their Bodies to beget Faithin their Souls, 


nor of ablolving Subjects from their Allegiance to 
their Princes, and thereby railing Rebellions and 
Wars, for their own Intereſt and Advantage, no 
nor for their own Safety and Preſervation ; they 
were ſtill taught ro commirc God's and their own 
Caule tor him who was beſt able to protect and 
defend both, and to keep themlelves always with- 
in the bounds of Modeſty and Meeknels, and by 


no Oppreſſions or. Provocations whatſoever, to 


| take up Arms againſt a Lawful Authority; by 


which diſpoſition and temper, it gives certainly the 
oreateſt ſecurity that any Government can delire, 
Bur yet it goes tarther ſtill., For, 

2. It cuts off all occaſions of Rebellion and Dil- 
loyalty; it not. only -lops the Tree, bur it digs it 
up by the Roots, fights with the Small as well as 
the Great, as truly knowing what great and dan- 
gerous Revolutions have proceeded from. very lit- 
tle and contemptible Beginnings: And there- 
fore, 

(1.) It makes us diligent and induſtrious in our 

articular Callings. 

(2.) It makes us ſerious and conſiderate. 

(3.) It makes us loving and charitable, good- 
natur'd and kind. | 

(4-) It makes us temperate and ſober. Nay, 

(5.) |t ties even our Tongues and our Thoughts 
to their good behaviour. . 

> (1.) Ir 
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(1.) It makes us diligent and induſtrious in 
rous thing to the State, and thereforeto be times 
ly provided againlt. They that have nothing 
rodo, are ready for any miſchief, and for this 


our particular-Callings ; tor ldlenels is a dange- 


as loon as any other ; and when any Opportu- 


nity offers it {elt, they are lome of the firit thar 
run into do hurt , for as they are the towers of 
Diſcordin [ imes of Peace, lothey are the moſt 
turbulent and miſchievous in Times of War. 
Now True Religion provides a Remedy againlt 
this, by obliging all Men to lome honeit Calling 
or other, and to a daily and indultrious dilt- 
gence therein, and that perhaps with as great le- 
verity as any one 'Lemporal Concern in the 
World. This we command you, laith the Apoſtle, 
that if any would not work, neither ſhould be eat , 
nay, he was to be baniſhed the (ociety of Chri- 
ftians. Note that Man, (laith he ) and have no 
company or fellowſhip with hun,that he may be aſhamed ; 
a thing, which ir were to be heartily wiſhed 
were a little more ſerioully conſ1der'd of in this 
Age, in which ſo many neglect their Callings, 
and hve too like thoſe Strangers at Athens; who 
ſpent their time, for the molt part, in hearing 
or telling of News ; an Evil certainly of very 
dangerous conlequence, not only to luch Per- 
ſons themlelves, who are thus fond of it, but 
allo to the publick Peace and Tranquility of che 
Nation, D (2.) Ir 
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(2.) It makes us ſerious and conſiderate, and 
by conſequence conſtant and fix'd to our Princi- 
ples. Now Rebellion is always the effect of 
Raſhnelſs and a giddy Mind, and proceeds from 
a vain and foolith defire of Change : And this 
the words of the Text have a particular relpe& 
unto, and provide againlt, by making the Fear of 
God, which is always one and the ſame, the 
conſtant Rule and Meaſure of all our Actions 
and Deſ1gns. | 

(3.) It makes us loving and charitable, good- 
natur'd and kind ; a temper as direaly contrary 
roall Sedition and Diſloyalty as can be , for Re- 
bellion is always an ill-natur'd thing, proceed- 
ing from Envy and Dilcontent, fomented by 
Hatred and Malice, and brought out into Act 
by Rage and Fury. Now True Religion allays 
Men's natural Heats, cures the Diſtempers of 
their Minds, charms their moſt head-ſtrong and 
unruly Paſſions ; and not only reſtrains Violence 
and Wrath, but converts it into Love and Meek- 
neſs; it unites us together in the moſt indiflolu- 
ble Bonds of Peace and Amity, and is lo far 
from ſuffering us to Devour and Deſtroy, that it 
obligeth us to Preſerve, yea, even to die for one 
another : and to prevent all Miſtakes, it expreſly 
commands us to love our Enemies. So far hath it 
gone, and ſo much hath it done for the publick 
Intereſt of Society, and to ſecure the Peace and 


Tran- 
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Tranquility of it, and by conſequence to ſecure 


all Civil Governments, from any dangerous and 
rebellious Attempts and Practices, 

(4.) It makes us Temperate and Sober. And 
wichourt this no Crovernment can always be e- 
cure and lafe; for what [trels can any wile Man 
lay upon Whoring and Driaking ? Who can con- 
fdein ſuch Perilons who are {o leldom their own 
Maſters > Burt admir thar ſuch Perlons may be 
Men of Honelty and Courage, yer who can 
expect the Bleſſing and Protection of Almighty 
God ( without which there can be no true Safe- 
ty) amidlt ſuch Actions ? If our Loyalty muſt 
be meaſur'd by the multiplicity of our Oaths, by 
the largenels of our Hea]ths, and the number of 
our Whores, God help us. No, my Beloved, 
theſe are the things that diſpirit our Minds, wea- 
kea our Hands, and deprive us of our beſt De- 
fence, and are enough to4poil the beſt Cauſe in 
the World. I could inſtance in ſeveral Princes 
and States, who have receiv'd more hurt by the 
Debaucheries and Luxury of their Friends, than 
by the Malice or Strength of their Enemies , but 
that the thing is too plain and obvious to need 
any Example ; and therefore Religion teacheth 
us to maſter our Lults, that ſo we may at all 
times govern our Paſſions, and be always dilpo- 
ſed to Quietnels and Peace. 

(5.) It ties even our Tongues and our 
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Thoughts to their good-behaviour: and there is 
very good reaſon it ſhould, for tho' the Tongue 
be bur a little Member, yer it's oftentimes a very 
wnruly one, and when ler loole, doth always a 
great deal of milchiet, and therefore is by no 
means to be left at Liberty ; and therefore hence 
it comes to pals, that Religion and Loyalty are 
both expreſled by the {ame Phraſe, and ought 
both to be of the ſame Nature and Quality, z, e, 
hearty and ſincere. And therefore how leverel 

are they condemned by the Apoltle, who de/þ:/e 
Dom:mon, and ſpeak Evil of Digntties ; and there- 
fore well ſays the wile-Man, (re not the King, 
no not in thy Thought, for the Bird of the Air ſhall 
carry the Voice, and that which hath Wings ſhall tell 
the Matter. St. Paul indeed once, and thatupon 
an extraordinary Frovocation, betray'd too 
much of the heat of his natural Temper, ia re- 
flecing leverely uporthe High-Prieſt, for com- 
manding him to be {mitten unjuſtly ; but he pre- 
lently checks himlelf for it, and acknowledges 
his Error before them all, and tells them, thar it 
proceeded from Raſhnels and Paſſion, and not 
trom Religion or Deſign; I wit nt, Brethren, 
that it was the High-Prieſt ; 1 conlider'd not what 
I \aid, nor to whom | ipake ; For it us written, 
Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People : 
And therefore certainly, from lo great an Exam- 
ple, founded upon {ſo good an Authority, we 
CAailnot 


(29) 
cannot but ſee the reaſonableneſs and impor- 
rance of this Duty, let the uſage we meet withal 
from them be what it will. Religion obliges 
us to ſuffer ; and certainly Railing and Reviling 
are bur ill Preparatives for it,” and: ſhew' bur lic- 
tle of that good Spirit which we pretend unto : 
And this brings me to the third and laſt thing, 
whereby True Loyalry i is {ſo much promoted by 
Religion ; and rhar is, in thar | 
3. lt urges ſtronger Mortives, and lays Treater 
Oblizations upon us to be culy Loyal, than any 
thing in the World can belides : Ir propounds to 
as the' Fear and Dread of the great God, the 
everlaſting Good and Weltare of our Souls, and 
the Concerns of Eternity, than which cercainly 
nothing can be more great and prevalent UPON 
us. her Arguments Trom the {iveet and bieC. 
ſeg ©5-H3o0f Peace, trom the Fury and Spoils 
of Wat. 24 the Hazards which we run in en- 
45 19 041, Can never be fo ſlrong and co- 
oe: at, bur mh- great Proyocations, ambirious 
Hopes, and ore--dy Dehres,may ov ercome them ; 
bt now he Trance that God is concern'd in 
the Protection and Detence of Sovereign Prin- 
ces, is beyond all ; and therefore laich the Apo- 
Ne, Je miſt needs Is be ſujet, (it's no indifereat, 
bur a cell, ary thing ) aud (hat wat on'y for Wrath 
but alſo for Con Cience ſake, n relpect ot the Laws 
of God, as well az of Man: And therefore if 
we 
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we ſhould, either by force or cunning eſcape the 
one, yet we are Rtill in danger of the other , 
now there's no Man whatſoever kept lo certainly 
within the Bounds of his Duty and Obedience, 
as he that ſets God always betore his Eyes, . This 
Conſideration alone kept David from killing Saul, 
under ſo many tempting Circumſtances, as I 


think never Man beſides had the like. IWW:0 can 


ſtretch forth bis hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, and 


be guiltleſs? And how far this Guile extends it 
felt, is plainly told us by St. Paul, when he faith, 
Thar they which reſiſt, [hall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation ; that is, are liable to the Wrath and Ven- 
oeance of God, as well as the Penalcy of Hu- 
mane Laws. And indeed, what are the (evereſt 
Laws where this is wanting 2 What do all other 
Teſts 6gnify ? Whar are the ftairelt Promiſes, the 
deepelt Proteſtations,and the molt folemn Oaths 
without this ? Where this is not, nothing can 
bind us ; ſo where this is, nothing can ablolve 
us. And this brings me to the third and laſt 
Thing propounded in the handling of theſe 
words; which1s, 


II. By way of Application, to enforce this 
Duty upon our Practice. 

1. How ought weto bleſs God for ſuch excel- 
lent Means for our Protection and {afety, The 
Kindnels he hath {heywed to us, and the Care he 


hath 
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hath taken of us in all Ages, hath been exceed- 
ing great ; he hath made us, as far as wholſome 
and good Laws, as far as a wile and excellent 
conſticurion of Government can, as happy a 
People as are under the Sun : And that nothin 

may be wanting to make us for ever {o, he hath 
crown'd it all, with that ineſtimable Bleſfling of 
his molt Divine and Sacred Truth, whereby all 
the reſt are both detended and enlarged. Time 
was, that this was a Stranger to us, and beſides 
the Light of Nature, ( and that too was greatly 
oblcured) we had no farther knowledg of ir, 
than what the Intereſt and Humour of a few in- 
ſolent and luxurious Prieſts would allow of; 
and then neither Princes nor Veople knew what 
was their own, how far to command, nor how 
far to obey. Kings mult ask leave to becrown'd, 
yea, and give (uffcient ſecurity for their Good- 
Behaviour, before they could obtain it; and Sub- 
jects mult be Loyal, no farther than was conſi- 
ſtent with the Will of their Ghoſtly Father, and 
ſoevery Man's Life and Fortune, yea, his Body 
and his Soul too, mult be at their Mercy : Bur, 
bleſſed be God, it is otherwiſe now, for we have 
a more ſure Word of Prophecy, to which we do well if 
we take beed : And God grant we may, our Duty 
and Intereſt is founded upon a more certain 
Thing ; our Safety and Welfare more ſecurely 
provided for, whilſt our Religion obligerh us 
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ro be truly Loyal, and our- Loyalcy to be truly 
Religious'; tor he:that is not truly Loyal, is no 
rrue / roteſtant, nor can he that is not a true Prote- 
ſtant be truly Loyal : Our Religion and Govern- 
ment are now {otwiſted together, that we can- 
not be fallecothe one, but we mult betray the 
other: We'can attempt nothing againlt the 
Government in any kind, but we forfeir all Title 
to that excellent Religion which we profels. A 
Rebellious /'roteſtant 15 as great a contradiction as 
a Loyal Papiſt , for tho' one that calls himlſelt a 
Proteſtant may be a Rebel, and one that calls 
himlelt a Papiit may be Lo yal ; yer, according 
to the Frinciples of each Religion, and accord- 
ing to the p'rticular (. oaſtienci tions of our pre- 
lent Government, chey can neither of them be 
as they pretend. And therefore, 

2. How ought we to dertelt and abhor all ſuch 
Principles and Pradtices,as corrupt and overthrow 
{uch an excellent "Thing ! .cligioa and Loyal- 
ty, are and ought to be inſeparable I'wins, and 
whoever offers © to debauch and divide chem, de- 
ſerves neither the Name of a Proteſtant, nor the 
Priviledg of a Subject. To this we owe all the 
Faction and Sedition, the Trealon and Rebellj- 
on that have {o ſtain' d and diſhonour'd the Pro- 
teſfion of Chnſtianity. "The truch of ir is, we 
owe the firſt beginnings of thele things under the 
Goſpel, to the Pride and Luxury of the Church 
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of. Rome, - they taught: ſome of the firſt Leſſons 
of. Diſloyalty and Rebellion, tho' they have mer 
with too many apt Scholarsamongſt thoſe thatcall 
themlelves by a better Name; bur let them pre- 
tend what they will, and frrive to alter the Name 
never ſo much, yet as long as they retain the 
thing,it is all one. We may call our ſelves Prote- 
ſtants as much and as long as we pleaſe, but weare 
never the more lo for tha ; fofit we carry on any 
Seditious & Trealonable Deſigns under that plau- 
ſible Name, we forfeit our Title to it, and are 
Papiſts, or worle (if it be poſſible) all the while, 
for the Primitive Chriltians never thought of 
fuch-a thing ; nay, ſo far were they from ir, that 
there was more danger of the other extream of 
complying outwardly to avoid perſecution, with 
every thing whichche CivilGovernment requir'd, 
tho' never {o Idolatrous and Wicked ; which 
gave the Apoſtles occaſion {ſo fairly to Rate the 
Queſtion berween Subjection and Chriſtian Li- 
berty, both in relation to their Enemies and their 
Friends, to allay the Fears and Jealouſtes of the 
one, and to reCity the Miſtakes of the other, in 
which they take the middle and fafelt way,of fly- 
ing or ſuffering, rather than reſiſting : for as the 
Gmſtick Compliance was to be deteſted as un- 
worthy the plainneſs and ſimplicity of the Go- 
{pel ; ſo all forcible Reſiſtance was to be avoided 
roo, as directly contrary to the Innocence and 
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Meeknels of it. And therefore whoeverthey are 
that take upon them to do any ſuch thing, ler 
their pretences be never ſo fair and plauſible, I 
am ſure they have not ſo learned ( briſt ; not that 
the Chriſtian Religion deprives any Man of the 
liberty of a juſt Defence againſt any of the Sons 
of Violence ; bur then ir muſt be only by luch 
ways as true Religion,and the particular Laws of 
his Country doallow of. "Thus we have St. Paul 
twice pleading the Liberty and Priviledges of his 
Birth, to preſerve him from the Malice and Rage 
of his Enemies ; once he inliſts upon his being a 
Roman, to prevent his being [courged ; and ano- 
ther time, as ſuch, appeals unto Ceſar from the Jew- 
iſh Sanhedrim. And thus doubtleſs may any Man 


| flie to the known Laws of his Country, for his 


own fafety and preſeryation ; but to go beyond 
theſe, is dangerous and deſtructive ; as is alſo 
the perverting the Deſign and Intention of them, 
and argueth as little fear of God, as it doth of 
Loyalty tothe King, and good Afﬀection to the 
Government we live under, which hath provid- 
ed ſo excellently for our Defence and Security : 
for tho' we may pretend a very great veneration 
for the King and his Government ; yer it we 
uſe his Name and Authority to undermine or 
overthrow the Fundamentals of it in any kind, 
we {et the King againſt himſelf, as well as his 
Subje&ts ; weleſlen his Power, by dividing his 
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Intereſt; we ſtain his Honour, by making him 
give the lie to ſo many gracious Declarations of 
is Will, to make the known Laws of the Land 
the only Rule and meaſure of his Aﬀtions ; and 
we let in Popery with all its miſchievous Effects 
and Conſequences, by the very ſame means we 
profels to. keep ir out: For every thing that brings 
Confuſion and Diſorder amongſt us, either by 
Force or Fraud, by open Rebellion, and an ill- 
gotten Power, or by a treacherous management 
of what we come more honeſtly by, is as meri- 
torious a piece of Service to that bloody Religi- 
on,as any we can do it,fince it haſtens that which 
it moſt deſires and delights in, to wit, our own 
Ruin and Deſtruction. Which now that we may 
prevent, in the third and laſt place, | 
3. Let usrelolve to perlevere in the practice 

of this Duty, whatever befal us. And, 
1, Forthe Fear of God; a Duty, or rather a 
Fundamental Principle, lo eſſential co us, that we 
muſt ceaſe to be Men, before we can be void of 
it; ſo univerſally uſeful, that we mult relolve 
to become our own Enemies, before we can de- 
cline it ; ſo rivited into that Religion which we 
profeſs, that we mult fly in the tace of our own 
Conſciences whenever we act againſt it ; and 
yet,alas ! a Duty ſo much neglected and delpiſed 
in this Atheiltical Heaven-daring, and God-dam- 
ming Age wherein we live, as if it were a part of 
E 2 our 
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our Religion to bid defiance unto God, and all 
that is good. And yet if it were indeed a part of 
it, Iam apttothink it would not be fo much in 
faſhion as it is ; for we ſeem to glory in nothing 
more, than in running counter-to every thing 
which ſome Men place Religion in, without con- 
fidering whether the thing be really ſo or no; As 
if, becauſe we have been {ometimes abus'd b 
Hypocrily and. Pretences, we' mult neceflarily 
throw oft that-which we know.to be ſincere and 
true. And that which makes ic more to be lamen- 
ted, is the ſanction that is put upon this untoward 
Humour, by making it a note of our Loyalty.to 
the King, and oar good Aﬀection to the Church ; 
asit drinking his Health, till we loſe our own, 
were a greater piece of Service to him than pray- 
iag for bis Life and Safety, ſubmirting to his Go- 
vernment, or chearfully offering up our Lives 
and Fortunes to the defence and ſupport of it; 
asit noconformity to the Church, tho' never {o 
exact and canonical,no means to perlwade others 
to the like, tho' never {o {uccelsful, conld make 
a Man lo true a Son of it,as drinking the confuſ- 
on of all that diſſent from it, and Damming and 
Hectoring every thing that is not of the ſame 
furious and violent temper with our ſelves. Cer- 
tainly, my Beloved, thele things are as far from 
our [Juty and Religion, as thoy are from our 
Feace and Sajety ; and thercfore the allowing 
them 


( 37')) 
them ſo-conſiderable a fhare therem, : anſt needs 
be very dangerous and deſtructive. }, Which that 
we may Prevent or avoid, . let us have recourſe 
unto thole things which the Spirit. of God, who 
belt. 24, 4 the nature. of... hath-wilely, 
and with great plainnels- and ſimplicity. .placed 
True Religion in, even as Solomon here expreſleth 
it, inthe true [ear of God: which is very. well 


Mercy and good Fruits, 64\\su.276-, without partiality, 
as it's very fatly tranſlated, as it were on purpoſe 
to fit the Humour of our Times, or as it is in 
the Margent too, very properly rendred, without 
wrangling, and without hypocriſzee and deceit ; all 
which it we would but rightly and ſeriouſly 
conſider, we ſhould certainly avoid thole dan- 
gerous Evils which threaten us, both from abroad 
and at home. And therefore well doth the wile 
Man make it the foundation of "True Loyalty, 
ſince it's not only ſupported by it, but it will 
prove deceittul,and vaniſh into Air and Nothing 
without it: for thoſe Men are always molt given 
to change, the Principles of whoſe Religion are 
moſt fickle and inconſtanr,and always adapted to 
Times and Occaſions, or elle who have none at 
all ro fix them to any certain Meaſures that may 


be conkided in ; but now the true Fear of God is a 
fix'd 


Jam. 3. 2, 


(38) 
fix'd and certain Thing, ature Guideto us, and a 
conſtant and powerful Security to the Govern- 
ment we live under ; and diſpoſeth us every way 
for the praCtice of the other Duty of the Text, 
which is the only thing that now remains to be 
exhorted to. | Therefore, 

2. Let us be always loyal and true to the King 
and his Government. You ſee how much the 
Principles of" that Religion which we profeſs do 
oblige us toit, and methinks there needs no other 
Argument or Motive to enforce ir, and yet it 
may not be amils a little further ro explain it ; 
for as Religion in general is an ambiguous Term, 
and oftentimes made ule of only to lerve a Turn, 
and therefore applied then to all thole things 
that are proper forit; ſo is Loyalty too: And 
the King's Honour and Intere(t may be pretend- 
ed, when both of them are, it may be, under- 
mined, and betrayed. True Loyalty therefore - 
conſiſts in a cordial Veneration for the King's 
Perſon as Sacred, and in a dutiful Submiſſion 
to his Laws and Government at all times: Not 
that every Man who breaks any of the Laws, is 
ipſo fafto an Enemy to the Government, for then 
there would be no true Friends to it in the Nati- 
on ; fince, as St. James lays in another cale, In ma- 
ny things we offend all. But then do we become 
Enemies to ir, when we undermine or oppoſe 
thoſe Laws upon which the Government doth 


ſlubliſt, 


(39) 
ſubſiſt, and which it is maintained and ſupported 
by, ' let them be never ſo unealytous;' whichif 
they ſhould at any time be; and grind either up- 
on our Eſtates or Conſciences, "we muſt not pre- 
ſencly flic in the Face.cof that cAuttiority..-which 
God hath ſet overs, and by Forceof Artasen- 
deavour to relieve our ſelves, but muſt with all 
cheerfulnels ſubmit, even to the ſpoiling of our 
Goods, and the loſs. of our Lives, titl'Godſhall 
find out a way for our Deliverance, ' ad fully re- 
ward and crown our Patience. And tho' this be # 
an hard Leſlon, yer it's a good one, and ſuch as 
the Primitive Chriſtians overcame theit 4 if 


tors by, and the Engliſh Martyrs fomded th 
happy Reformation of Religion amongſt us upon; 
and ſuch as if we throughly learn, will provide 
the beſt for us againſt all Accidents whatſoever : 
But I truſt in God we ſhall never have any fuch 
great occaſion for it, but that he will ſtill go on 
to prote&t and defend the Sacred Perſon of the 
King, that he may outlive even the treacherous 
Hopes and Expe&tations, as well as the undeſer- 
ved and implacable malice of his Enemies, who 
.promiſe themſelves any Benefit or — 
by his Death, and therefore wiſh and long for 
it, that he may be always a Nurſmg Father unto 
this our Tjrael, a powerful Defender of that Faith, 
which as it enriches his preſent Crown, fo it will 


entitle him to a better, that his Government may 
| be 
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